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February 21, 2005

This notice is being provided to you for your information and for distribution:

In the interest of public safety and uniformity, and in keeping with the past practices of the Road
Commission, during their regularly scheduled Board meeting on February 8, 2005, Washtenaw
County Board of Road Commissioners Fred Veigel, David Rutledge and Tim Eder amended their
"Sign Removal Policy” that was formally adopted by the Board in September 2004. In addition
to the Michigan Vehicle Code, this policy further authorizes Road Commission staff to remove any
and all signs that are judged to be a distraction or traffic hazard and are illegally placed within the
road rights-of-way. The recent change to the policy now allows for immediate disposal of any
signs found in the rights-of-way. The revised policy reads as follows:

Adopted per Resolution No. RC04-306:
Amended per Resolution No. RC05-051:

“...signs that are placed within the rights-of-way on the Washtenaw County Primary and Local
Road Systems, which are under the direct jurisdiction and authority of the Washtenaw County
Board of Road Commissioners, and/or within the rights-of-way on the State Trunkline Systems,
which are under the direct jurisdiction and control of the Michigan Department of
Transportation (MDOT), are subject to removal by the Washtenaw County Road Commission,
without notice, as provided by MCL 257.615. The removed signs shall be disposed of
immediately by the Washtenaw County Road Commission.”

In an effort to ensure that our area business owners, local associations, civic and church groups,
political candidates and the public are aware of our continued course of action in removing signs
illegally placed in the road rights-of-way, we are providing you with a copy of the enclosed
brochure that explains our revised Sign Removal Policy and procedures. We request that you
“provide copies of this brochure to members of your business, association and/or constituency; in
order that they may be better informed of our practice to remove signs from the rights-of-way.

Your cooperation and assistance in distributing this important information to members of your
association, business and/or group is greatly appreciated. If you have any questions or require .
additional copies of our brochure, please feel free to contact our agency.
Sincefely,

o~

Steven M. Puuri, P.E.
Managing Director
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Sign Removal Policy

In keeping with the past practices of the Road
Commission, and in the interest of public
safety and uniformity, on September 7, 2004,
the Washtenaw County Board of Road
Commissioners adopted a formal

"Sign Removal Policy” that authorizes Road
Commission staff to remove any and all signs
that are judged to be a distraction or traffic
hazard and are illegally placed within the road
rights-of-way. On February 8, 2005, the

policy was amended as follows:

Adopted Per Resolution No. RC04-306

Amended Per Resolution No. RC05-051:
“..signs that are placed within the rights-of-way
on the Washtenaw County Primary and Local
Road Systems, which are under the direct
Jjurisdiction and authority of the Washtenaw
County Board of Road Commissioners, and/or
within the rights-of-way on the State Trunkline
Systems, which are under the direct jurisdiction
and control of the Michigan Department of
Transportation (MDOT), are subject to removal
by the Washtenaw County Road Commission,
without notice, as provided by MCL 257.615.
The removed signs shall be disposed of
immediately by the Washtenaw County Road
Commission.”

Michigan Vehicle Code

The Michigan Vehicle Code, Public Act 300 of
1949, Section 257.615, prohibits the placement
of any signs in the road right-of-way that may
distract or obstruct the view of the public to see
traffic enforcement signs, that blink or resemble
traffic control devices and/or that may create a
hazard.

The Michigan Vehicle Code further provides that
the public authority having jurisdiction over the
highway, (a road commission), is empowered
to remove from the right-of-way any such
sign as a public nuisance.

Purpose of Enforcement

Large collections of signs in one area are typically
of little benefit to the hopeful business advertiser,
real estate agent, political candidate and/or citizen
having a garage sale, and can often create a
distraction to the traveling public or cause
dangerous sight distance problems at intersections
and driveway approaches. Additionally, signs can
obscure directional and regulatory highway
signage (also causing a potential hazard to
motorists).

These signs also make it very difficult and hazardous
for road crews to mow and maintain rights-of-way, as
well as quickly creating an added expense to the
Road Commission when crews must be dispatched
to remove them.

By avoiding the placement of signs where they can
obscure the vision of motorists or cause confusion
with traffic signs that are pertinent to traffic control,
you will be adhering to the Road Commission’s
policy, as well as to the Michigan Vehicle Code,
MCL 257.615, (see below), which regulates the
placement of signs within the road rights-of-way.

Other Jurisdictions

Out of concern that roadside signs may become
a hazard in obstructing motorists’ views or make
it difficult to pull off the road in an emergency
situation, many _— ' p—
townships, cities Norman Wt

and villages have ZMWMNM&M,
adopted their own P el
ordinances that
prohibit the
placement of signs
within rights-of-
way or along
sidewalks and/or
non-motorized
paths. Therefore, it is wise to consult your local
governmental agency to verify if such an
ordinance or regulation exists and what type of
restrictions it contains.

Typical example of signs placed
in the right-of-way that can
distract and obstruct the vision
of motorists.

Additionally, per the State Highway Advertising
Act, Public Act 106 of 1972, (see below), the
Road Commission, by authority of the Michigan
Department of Transportation (MDOT), may
remove signs that are placed in the rights-of-way
along the State Trunkline Systems, which, in
Washtenaw County, includes: 1-94, US-23,
US-12, M-14, M-17, M-52, and M-153.

Highway Advertising Act

The State of Michigan Highway Advertising
Act, Public Act 106 of 1972, also prohibits the
placement of signs along state roads and major
highways, without the issuance of a permit from
the Michigan Department of Transportation.

Per Section 252.318, this'Act prohibits the
placement of signs or sign structures that
prevent the driver of a motor vehicle from having
a clear and unobstructed view of approaching,
intersecting or merging traffic. It also prohibits
signs that are abandoned, in poor repair and/or
that interfere with or resemble any official traffic
sign, signal or device.



